Brown's spending helps propel R.I. economy, report says
The study details how much money the university spends in the state and the ripple effects the professors, employees, researchers and students have on the state's economic development. 
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As the state's seventh-largest private employer, Brown University does more than just educate undergraduates.

The school employed 3,573 people at the beginning of the year, spent $52 million on construction in 2005, and indirectly and directly accounted for $753 million in statewide economic output, according to an economic impact analysis the school is planning to release today.

The study, the first economic impact analysis the school has done since 2000, details how much money it spends in the state and the ripple effects the professors, employees, researchers and students have on the state's economic development.

The school put together the study to "report to the Rhode Island community" the scope of Brown's impact on the economy, said Michael Chapman, spokesman for Brown.

"We want to just use this as a way to convey to the community that Brown wants to be a partner with the public, private and nonprofit sectors," said Chapman. "We think we have a lot to offer the state at a time when it's undergoing its own economic resurgence."

The study compliments a speech that Ruth Simmons, Brown's president, was scheduled to give last night at the Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce's annual dinner. Simmons, the keynote speaker, was expected to speak about "Research Universities: Engines of Growth for the 21st Century."

In addition to the spending-impact numbers, this year's report highlights a number of changes the school has undergone over the past five years, said Hugh O'Neill, president of Appleseed Inc., a New York-based educational consulting firm hired to compile the report for Brown

The Ivy League institution has worked to increase its research capacity over the past five years, said O'Neill, growing faster than some of its "peer" universities. Since 2001, the school has spent more than $100 million on research each year, according to the study. Between 1999 and this year, research spending increased 72 percent and this year the school spent $144.6 million on research. Out of that, $113 million came from the federal government.

Research spending contributes to the state's economic development by attracting highly skilled, highly paid workers, fostering the creation of new businesses and attracting more research dollars, according to the report.

Along with spending on research, Brown used the past five years to build collaborative relationships with other universities, hospitals and the state, said O'Neill. He cited an $11.5-million grant from the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences that Brown won in 2004 to redevelop brownfield sites. Now the school is working with the Rhode Island Department of Health and the Department of Environmental Management to study ways to reuse contaminated land.

In addition, the report said Brown researchers often involve undergraduate and graduate students in their work, enhancing the students' education and making them more attractive to local employers. Over the past five years, more Brown graduates have stayed in the state, according to O'Neill, and that also helps bolster the state's economy. About 5 percent of the class of 1990 stayed in Providence, but out of the class of 2003 about 12 percent stayed in Rhode Island.

The ability to hold onto these graduates "has as much or more to do with a more attractive environment in Providence and in Rhode Island than what Brown is doing," said O'Neill. But keeping Brown graduates in the state has an important impact as these graduates fuel Rhode Island's knowledge economy, according to the study.

These changes come in addition to Brown buying $64 million worth of goods and services from Rhode Island firms this year, according to the report, and paying $12.8 million to state and local governments this year in income and property taxes, plus fees and payments instead of taxes. And over the next five years, the school is planning to spend $336 million on renovating existing property and building new facilities.

Simmons all business in address to Chamber
The president of Brown University talks about the benefits of teaming research efforts with business and government interests. 
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Research universities are the engines of the knowledge economy, and when those institutions partner with government and private business, local economies thrive.

That was the message Brown University President Ruth Simmons was scheduled to convey during a keynote speech last night at the 138th annual Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce's dinner. Simmons planned to highlight the impact Brown University has had -- and will continue to have -- on Rhode Island's economy, and the school's desire to continue partnering with local and state government and private businesses.

"Economic growth and sustained prosperity in any era lies in education, strategic deployment and use of resources, and imaginative development and application of technology," Simmons said in an advance copy of her speech.

The Chamber dinner, expected to attract 900 to 1,000 people, gave Simmons a chance to address the state's business community and showcase the millions of dollars the school has spent during recent years to expand its campus and its research laboratories and to attract top faculty.

As the Chamber works on a three-year campaign to make the state a more attractive place for private business, Brown is also pouring more money into research on its campus and turning that research into commercial entities. Those investments will help grow the state's economy, according to Simmons.

"These investments across the spectrum of fields are paramount from the perspective of education and knowledge production, but they also contribute to the overall health and equilibrium of communities," Simmons was expected to say.

She was chosen as the keynote speaker this summer, a departure for the Chamber from the corporate executives who have traditionally spoken at the event. Last year,sBank of Americaschief executive officer Kenneth D. Lewis was the keynoter, and the prior year W. Bruce Turner,sGTECHsHoldings Corp.'s top executive, spoke from the podium during the Chamber dinner.

Brown's expansion and its economic impact on the state's economy, however, made Simmons a natural choice this year, said Bethany Costello, a spokeswoman for the Chamber. Simmons, 60, has been Brown's president since 2000. The university's 18th top executive, she is the first black president of an Ivy League university. .

"She's someone new and different," said Costello. "And she's working really hard with the city and the state."

Simmons ran through a number of the research grants Brown has received from the federal government, the major construction projects the university has undertaken to expand its campus to accommodate the new research, and its efforts to attract top professors from around the world. In addition, Brown researchers are working to uncover medical and technological breakthroughs, and the university has spun 22 commercial companies out of existing research, according to Simmons.

She also unveiled statistics from a recent economic impact study the university is expected to release today. According to the study, Brown is the seventh-largest employer in the state, and is spending $144.6 million on research this year.

Brown is already working with other academic institutions and sees the potential to create a research hub here in Rhode Island, Simmons was expected to say. She pointed to Research Triangle Park in North Carolina, where business and research universities rallied together to develop an economic hub. The key to success, though, is partnership between private business, government and universities, she was expected to say.

"I find it tremendously exciting to contemplate that Rhode Island businesses and city and state governments, in partnership with Brown, the University of Rhode Island and other local research institutions, hold the potential to create a similar success right here," according to Simmon's speech. "We are ready and eager to join with the leaders in this room to help shape the brilliant and winning future of this city and this state."

