Cornell Research Funds Lead New York Schools, Study Says 
By James M. O'Neill 

Feb. 8 (Bloomberg) -- Cornell University spends more on research than any other school in New York state, ultimately generating $3.3 billion in economic benefits and 36,600 jobs, a university study said. 

The Ivy League school took more than a year to produce its first economic-impact study, released today. Ithaca- based Cornell is unique in the U.S. as both a private institution and a public land grant university, which obligates it to provide certain services to the state. 

University officials said they will use the document to decide where to expand Cornell's educational reach. The study measured both direct and indirect effects on the state and New York City, which is home to Cornell's Weill Medical College. 

``These studies have become a common way for universities to say they're doing more than educating students,'' said David Ward, president of the Washington- based American Council on Education, in a phone interview. ``They improve a state's tax base and productivity.'' 

Cornell has enrollment of about 20,400 students and operating expenses of $2.57 billion. Columbia University, New York's other Ivy League school, has 24,417 students and annual spending of more than $2.4 billion. Cornell's endowment of $4.4 billion is the 18th-largest in the U.S., while Columbia's $5.9 billion is seventh. 

Research Spending 

Cornell spent more than $561 million in 2005 on research, more than any other university in the state. The study said the school led the state in agricultural, engineering, computer science, physical sciences and social sciences research. 

Research in Geneva, about 45 miles east of Rochester, helped identify grapes best-suited to the state's climate, helping the wineries in central New York, in the Hudson Valley and on eastern Long Island. 

In 2004, Cornell ranked second among its Ivy League peers in research spending, behind the University of Pennsylvania and just ahead of Columbia. 

Federal agencies provided 68 percent of the university's research money in 2005, led by $131.3 million to the medical college from the National Institutes of Health. State and local funding accounted for 8.4 percent and corporations provided 4 percent. 

Cornell trails other schools in the state and Ivy League in licensing income. Cornell generated $6.4 million in licensing income from 2000 to 2004, compared with $16.2 million for Harvard University. Columbia generated $141.14 million in just three of those years. 

Licensing income lags behind peers because Cornell is a land grant university required to share faculty-generated knowledge with the public as quickly as possible, Executive Vice President Stephen Golding said in a conference call. 

Jobs Increase 18% 

Cornell expanded its workforce by 18 percent to 17,999 from 2000 to 2005, the study said. Statewide, the university spent $1 billion on payroll in 2005, including $415 million in New York City. Columbia has 14,000 employees and a $1.25 billion payroll. 

The university spent $425 million on goods and services from state suppliers in the 2004-2005 academic year, today's report showed. 

A New York Department of Labor report listed Cornell, Columbia and the University of Rochester among the state's 10-largest private employers in 2004, the most recent data it had available.
